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THE PURCHASE OF THE 


The last Bulletin announced the forma- 
tion of a committee of our Cambridge 
members to raise funds for the purchase 


of the Cooper-Austin house. 


This com- 


mittee consisted of the following members 


of the Society : 


Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi, Chairman 


Mrs. William G. Farlow 
Miss Lois Howe 

Mr. James A. Noyes 
Mr. Francis H. Bigelow 


with whom were associated the following « 


Mrs. W. R. Whittemore 


Hannah Winthrop Chapter D. A. R. 


Mr. Clinton A. Ricker 


Cambridge Chapter S. A. R. 


Miss M. L. Drew 


Cantabrigia Club 


It is with the greatest pleasure that we 
announce in this, the next number of the 
Bulletin, that this committee was so suc- 
cessful that the Society was able to buy 


the house on May 106th. 


The following is a complete list to 


June 27th of all subscriptions paid: 


Miss Marion S. Abbott 
Anonymous 

Mrs. James Barr Ames 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert S. Apsey 


Mr. and Mrs. Hollis R. Bailey 
Mrs. Samuel Batchelder 

Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Q. Bennett 
Mr. Francis H. Bigelow 

Mr. Arthur H. Boardman 

Mrs. Frank Bolles 

Mrs. Charles H. Bond 

Mrs. Charles Bowen 

Mr. Charles S. Bowen 

Mr. and Mrs. William Brewster 
Mr. Elmer H. Bright 

Mrs. J. G. Brooks 

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Brooks 
Mr. Otis S. Brown 

Miss E. S. Bulfinch 

Mrs. J. O. Bullard 

The Misses Bumstead 


The Cambridge Sewing Club 
Mr. Arthur Astor Carey 

Mr. Gustave E. Carstein 
Mrs. H. L. Carstein 
Mr. Hans L. Carstein 


S10 
20) 


sO 


COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 


Miss Elizabeth H. Clark 

Mr. George K. Clarke 

Mrs. B. J. Comstock 

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Coolidge 
Mr. George Howland Cox 

Mr. Charles A. Cushman 

Mr. Rufus C. Cushman and Son 


Miss Elizabeth E. Dana 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Dana 

Mr. Andrew McFarland Davis 
Mr. C. C. Davis 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Davis 
Mr. George C. Deane 

Mr. Arthur S. Dewing 

Mr. Joseph L. Drew 

Miss Maria L. Drew 

Miss Sarah A. Drew 

Mr. William H. Dunbar 

Mrs. P. M. Dustin 


Mrs. Walter F. Earle 

Mr. and Mrs. Emmons R. Ellis 
Miss Mary Helen Ellis 

Mr. Elliot S. Emerson 

Mrs. Dwight W. Ensign 

Mr. C. L. K. Estabrook 

Mrs. Lydia C. Farley 

Mrs. William G. Farlow 

Miss Marian Brown Fessenden 
Mrs. W. Scott Fitz 

Dr. C. C. Foster 

Mrs. Francis C. Foster 

Mrs. Michael Foster 

Miss Frothingham 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Gannett 


Hannah Goddard Chapter D. A. R. 


Miss A. M. Goodwin 

Mr. Marshall H. Gould 
Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Gray 
Mrs. William M. Griswold 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Grozier 


Mrs. George A. Hall 

Miss Margaret S. Hall 
Miss Elizabeth Harris 
Mrs. Trumbull Hartshorn 
Miss Mabel W. Henshaw 
Miss Cornelia Horsford 
Miss Katharine Horsford 
Mrs. Henry O. Houghton 
The Misses Houghton 
Friend 

Miss Lois L. Howe 


Miss Alice H. James 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis J. Johnson 
Mrs. P. T. Jackson 

Mrs. Il. W. Jouett 


Mr. Stillman F. Kelley 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Lowell Kennedy 
Mr. George H. Kent 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis S. Kershaw 
Miss Kneeland 


Mr. and Mrs. William B. Lambert 
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Mrs. Clara A. Lawrence 5 


Miss Maud A. Lawson 3 
Miss Alice M. Longfellow 100 
Mrs. Morris Longstreth 25 
Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Martin 50 
Mr. Roger Merriman 5 
Mr. John G. Morrison 50 
Miss Velma M. Morse 25 
Miss Emma F. Munroe 100 
Mrs. Henrietta F. Macdonald 25 
Mr. G. N. McMillan 10 
Mrs. E. M. Niles 9 
Mr. Grenville H. Norcross 95 
North Cambridge Business Men’s Association 10 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Paine 100 
Mr. John A. Paine } 
Mr. Stanley B. Parker 5 
Miss C. L. Parsons 1 
Miss Peabody 10 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Peabody 100 
Rev. and Mrs. F. G. Peabody sO 
Prof. Edward C. Pickering 25 
Mrs. Edgar Pierce 25 
Mr. Harry Seaton Rand 10 
Mrs. Theodore Richards 1 
Mr. and Mrs. David Ritchie 100 
Mrs. Coolidge S. Roberts 100 
Mrs. Thomas Roberts 5 
Prof. James Hardy Ropes 5 
Mr. John C. Runkle 25 
Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Sargeant 50 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Saunders 1 
Mr. William B. Saunders 1 
Mrs. Henry M. Saville 2 
Mr. William O. Sawtelle 5 
Miss Ellen M. Sawyer 2 
Mr. H. E. Scudder 5 
The Shepard Historical Society of the First 
Church in Cambridge 


Miss E. R. Simmons } 
Mrs. Alvin F. Sortwell 100 
Mr. H. N. Stearns 2 
Stone Family Association 264.50 
Mrs. J. S. Swain 5 
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Thorp 100 
Mr. Charles F. Toppan 25 
Mr. Cushing Toppan 25 
Mrs. Robert N. Toppan 75 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ushet 50 
Miss Bertha Vaughan 50 
Mr. Thornton M. Ware 5 
Warren and Prescott Chapter, D. A. R. 25 
Mr. and Mrs. K. G. T. Webster 100 
Mr. and Mrs. Moses P. White 50 
Mrs. J. Bertram Williams 25 
|. S. Whittemore 5 
Miss Susanna Willard S 
Mr. Henry M. Williams 10 
Mrs. | L. Winter 1 
Hannah Winthrop Chapter, D. A. R. 15 
Miss Mary Woodman 50 
Mrs. James A. Woolson 100 


$4,704.50 


Messrs. W. A. Mason & Son, Sur- 
veyors, Cambridgeport, very kindly con- 
tributed a receipted bill for $10 for 
services and blue prints. 

The amount of land bought is 7,131 
Square feet, having a frontage on Linnzan 
Street of 70.72 feet. On the east the line 
comes within about nine feet of the south- 
east corner of the house; on the west the 
line comes within about twenty feet of 
the southwest corner. Unluckily this just 
misses all the fine trees on the larger lot, 
which it was impossible to buy. 

The estate was bought for sixty-tive 
cents a square foot, which for 7,131 
Sjuare feet amounted to $4,635.15. In 
order to leave sufficient cash in the treas- 
ury to pay for necessary repairs the house 
was bought subject to a mortgage of 
$2,000. It isexpected that this will be sub- 
stantially reduced on the first interest day. 

There seems to be no reason to doubt 
that this property can, if carefully handled, 
be made to show an annual profit, and in 
the present condition, of the Society's 
finances it must be made to do so. The 
house will doubtless be put into thorough 
repair and let to tenants for a term of 
years. Arrangements will be made for 
admitting our members on stated occa- 
sions, and perhaps sometimes the general 
public. 

The lesson to be learned from the pur- 
chase of the Cooper-Austin house is 
simply this: the ability of any town to 
preserve its finest old houses depends 
directly on the energy of the persons 
having the work in charge and the gen- 
erosity of the inhabitants. In this case 
we hada very strong committee and a 
very public-spirited city to back it. There 
is no reason why any community should 
lose a building worth preserving, if it will 
only take as much trouble to keep it as 
did the good people of Cambridge in the 
case of the Cooper-Austin house. 








DETAILED LIST OF GIVERS TO THE STONE FAMILY ASSOCIATION’S 


CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF THE COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 


Miss Abbie Guilford Bemis, Worcester, Mass. $ 1 


Mrs. Moses Bemis, Worcester, Mass. 1 
Mr. Francis Blake, Auburndale, Mass. 10 
Miss E. D. Eastman, Portland, Me. 5 
Dr. Charles M. Green, Boston, Mass. 10 
Mr. H. Warren K. Hale, Philadelphia, Pa. 5 
Mr. J. Warren Hale, Philadelphia, Pa. 5 
Mr. George John Featherstone Jackson, 

Cambridge, Mass. 1 
Mrs. W. A. Jepson, Melrose, Mass. 1 
Mrs. Achsah (Stone) Kendall, 

Newton Centre, Mass. 5 
Miss Sarah Fiske Lee, New Ipswich, N. H. 1 
Miss Agnes M. Lincoln, Medford, Mass. 10 
Mrs. George Sumner Mann, Brookline, Mass. 10 
Mr. C. L. Newhall, Chelsea, Mass. 1 
Miss Eleanor S. Parker, Boston, Mass. 10 


Mrs. Edwin Melville Roberts, Holyoke, Mass. 5 
Mr. Edwin Melville Roberts, Holyoke, Mass. 1 
Mrs. W. O. Ross, Boston, Mass. 5 
Mr. H. W. Stevens, Hartford, Conn. 1 
Mrs. Benjamin Heywood Stone, 

Worcester, Mass. 
Mr. Charles A. Stone, Boston 
Mr. Charles Wellington Stone, Boston, Mass. 
Miss Elizabeth Stone, Hyde Park, Mass. 
Miss Ellen M. Stone, Chelsea, Mass. 
Mr. Fowler P. Stone, Wausau, Wis. 
Mr. Frederic C. Stone, Boston, Mass. 
Mrs. G. H. Stone, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mr. George C. Stone, Duluth, Minn. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE OCCUPANTS OF THE 


Mr. James “. Stone, Springtield, Ill. $5 
Mr. John Livingston Stone, 
Marlborough, Mass. 1 


Mr. Joseph H. Stone, North Andover, Mass. 5 
Miss Josephine M. Stone, Cambridge, Mass. 1 
Miss Katharine H. Stone, West Medford, Mass. 1 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Stone, 

Cambridge, Mass. 100 
Mrs. Charles William Welch, Stoughton, Mass, 1 


Miss Mary E. Wilder, Gloucester, Mass. 1 
Mrs. Albert G. Worden, Brookline, Mass. 2 
Treasury of Association, 10 

$264.50 


In addition to the foregoing should be men- 
tioned the gift of printing and postage to the 
amount of $20, paid by Mrs. Edwin M. Roberts. 

The interest of the Stone Family Association 
in the John Cooper house is indicated in the 
first two paragraphs of Mrs. Gozzaldi’s article, 
and in the following quotation from a letter of 
Mrs. Edwin M. Roberts, Vice-President of the 
Association: “John Cooper built his house 
either on land belonging to his stepfather, 
Gregory Stone, or on adjoining land. They 
lived side by side for fourteen years.’’ 

Some members of the Stone Family Associa- 
tion sent in their contributions to the general 
Subscription list. Adding their contributions to 
that of the Association brings the total family 
contribution in the neighborhood of $300. 


COOPER-AUSTIN 


HOUSE, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


By MRS. SILVIO M. DE GOZZALDI 


Now that the Cooper-Austin House 
has become the property of the Society, 
members may like to know something of 
the history of its builder and his descend- 
ants who have occupied it. In 1657, the 
date given as the year in which the house 
was built, Deacon John Cooper had been 
eleven years selectman of Cambridge, be- 
sides holding other offices of trust and 
being prominent in all town affairs. He 
came to this town in 1636 with his step- 


father, Gregory Stone, who when fifty- 
six years old sailed for New England with 
his second wife, Lydia, his six children, 
and the son of his wife by a former mar- 
riage to Simon Cooper, of Dedham, John 
Cooper, then a lad of eighteen. They 
came from Nayland, in County Suffolk, 
England. 

John Cooper became deacon of the 
First Church in 1668 and held office until 
his death in 1691. Both Stone and Cooper 
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Courtesy Halliday Photograph Co., Boston 


COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 
Rear view 


had large grants of land in the northern 
part of the town; by 1639 Deacon Stone 
had bought seven and a half acres and 
the town had given him eight acres more 
in the neighborhood of this house; he 
lived on the site of the Harvard Observ- 
atory. John Cooper had bought seven 
acres, and with this land for a beginning 
many acres were added to it. Decem- 
ber 15, 1657, John Cooper was confirmed 
by the selectmen in the right or liberty 
he had purchased nineteen years before 
of “ building him a house.’ In 1653 a 
law had been made that no one should 
cut down trees on the Common lands 
without the consent of the selectmen. 
Such leave was granted to Cooper sev- 
eral times; once on December 14, 1657, 
probably the time when he began to fell 
the timber of which this house is built. 

It has been thought that Deacon Cooper 
always lived in the old house on Menot- 


omy Road, now Massachusetts Avenue, 
which, with the seven acres of land, he 
bought of Barnaby Lamson before 1639, 
but it may have been that he lived for 
some years in the new house that he 
built. He had married Anne Sparhawk, 
daughter of Deacon Nathaniel Sparhawk, 
the largest landowner in the town, who 
had five houses and so much land that at 
his death a portion of his holdings was 
sold amounting to 1,000 acres. It is quite 
possible that Mrs. John Cooper wished a 
newer and more convenient house, as 
there were then already four children in 
the family. 

Whether Deacon John lived there or 
not may never be known; his eldest liv- 
ing son, however, did make this his home. - 
He married, December 4, 1682, Hannah, 
daughter of Deacon Walter Hastings, who 
lived on Menotomy Road, near the pres- 
ent Law School. Samuel was deacon of 





the First Church, 1705-18, and select- 
man, 1704-16. He died, January 8, 1718, 
aged sixty-four, leaving three sons, Sam- 
uel, Walter, and John. The house fell to 
Walter’s share, who, January 1, 1722, 
married Martha, daughter of Benjamin 
Goddard, and died in 1751, leaving an 
only son, Walter. Walter Cooper, Jr., 
married Lydia Kidder, March 13, 1755, 
and died in a twelvemonth, seventeen 
days before his son Walter was born. 
This little boy lived only two years and 
a half, dying September 14, 1758. Thus 
for a full century Coopers owned and 
occupied the house. 

After the death of Walter Cooper, 3d, 
his mother and grandmother lived in the 
two sides of the house until the younger 
widow married Jonathan Hill, who bought 
out the rights of the elder widow, Martha 
(Goddard) Cooper. Two children were 
born there to this couple: Jonathan 
Cooper Hill in 1763, and Lydia in 1760. 
When Lydia was baptized in the Meeting- 
House in the College Yard there was 
present a student, Jeremiah Fogg, of 
Kensington, N. H., of the class of 1768, 
who then and there vowed that he would 
marry little Lydia. When she was ten 
years old the Revolutionary War broke 
out, and Major Jeremiah Fogg came with 
his New Hampshire men to Cambridge, 
renewed acquaintance with Lydia, and 
when she was old enough married her. 
Mrs. Fogg and her brother each owned 
half of the house, and as they lived in 
Kensington they sold to a cousin. Their 
initials cut in the woodwork of the west 
chamber, with the date, 1777, are to be 
seen, and it was Mrs. Fogg who planted 
the red lilac in front of the window of the 
west parlor in 1775. 

The cousin, Deacon Gideon Frost, who 
bought the house was a great-grandson 
of the builder, as Deacon Samuel Cooper's 
daughter Hannah married Edmund Frost. 
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Deacon Gideon Frost did not live in the 
house himself, as he preferred the old 
Cooper house on the east side of Menot- 
omy Road. His son William lived in it 
until his father’s death in 1805, and to 
some extent, at least, shared the house 
with the family of his brother, Major 
Walter Frost, as several of the latter’s 
children were born there between 1790 
and 1800. In 1783 the house was valued 
at £100; the land around it, eleven and 
a half acres, at £345; and the nine acres 
in West Fields at £120. 

The house faced due south and the 
Outlook over the Common, all the way 
to the village, must have been fine. A 
grassy lane called Love Lane passed in 
front of it, and the garden at the back 
Sloped upward toward Gallow’s Hill. 
In 1725 the lane was widened into a 
road, and soon the old Cow Common, 
which was north of the present Common, 
was sold for building purposes. 

Deacon Frost willed the house to his 
two unmarried daughters, the west half 
with orchard and upland to Martha, the 
other half to Sarah, the kind Aunt Sally 
who never married, Martha Frost, born 
June 29, 1769, married, March 22, 1807, 
Thomas Austin, of Boston, who bought 
the east half of house, barn, orchard, and 
upland of Aunt Sally for $500. He im- 
proved the house and furnished it taste- 
fully, set out the apple orchard, divided 
the long kitchen by a partition, making 
a small dining room and a still smaller 
kitchen, one wall of which was taken up 
by the wide fireplace. They also built out 
the projection for the front door. In 1820 
the house took tire inside the wall of the 
west parlor near the chimney. It was ex- 
tinguished by cutting through the wall. 

Mrs. Martha (Frost) Austin died in 
1838, having lived in the house as a 
widow for twenty-two years. The year 
before she died her only child, Susan 








> ee 





et rae 





Austin, married Rev. Reuben Seiders, 
who before his marriage took the name 
of Richard Thomas Austin. He was a 
Unitarian minister; graduated at Bowdoin 
College in 1831 and at Harvard Divinity 
Schoolin 1847. Mrs. Austin died in 1885, 
and left the house by will to Mrs. Martha 


(Frost) Kuhn, of Boston, who was a 
granddaughter of Deacon Gideon Frost, 
the great-grandson of John Cooper, the 
builder ; thus the house was in one fam- 
ily for two hundred and fifty-five years, 
a record no other house in Cambridge 
can boast. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


The Second Annual Meeting of the 
Society for the Preservation of New Eng- 
land Antiquities was held in_ Boston, 
March 13, 1912, and by special invitation 
members gathered in the home of Miss 
Fanny P. Mason, 211 Commonwealth 
Avenue. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


President Bolton presided, and after a 
few introductory remarks presented the 
report of the Nominating Committee, 
after which the Society proceeded to the 
election of officers and Trustees for the 
ensuing year. When the ballots were 
counted it was found that the following 
officers were unanimously elected : 


1912 


President 
| ‘1ce-Presidents 
Massachusetts 


Cornecticut 


Rhode Island 





New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Maine 


Treasurer 

3 Recording Secretary 

; Correspo ding Secretary 
Librarian 
Director of Museum 


Charles Knowles Bolton 


Miss Alice Longfellow 
Waldo Lincoln 

Mrs. Mary Bushnell Cheney 
George M. Curtis 

Mrs. F. E. Chadwick 

Col. R. H. 1. Goddard 

Mrs. Arthur E. Clarke 

Dr. Wallis D. Walker 

Mrs. Sherman Evarts 
William B. C. Stickney 
William D. Patterson 

Mrs. Abba Goold Woolson 
William C. Endicott 
Lynde Sullivan 

William Sumner Appleton 
Ernest L. Gay 

Dwight M. Prouty 


Shirley, Mass. 


Cambridge 
Worcester 

South Manchester 
Meriden 

Newport 
Providence 
Manchester 
Portsmouth 
Windsor 

Bethel 

Wiscasset 
Windham 
Danvers 

Durham, N. H. 
Boston, 20 Beacon Street 
Boston 

Boston 


And the following were elected Trustees for three years: 


Mr. Boylston A. Beal Nahant 
Mr. Herbert Browne Boston 
Mrs. Charles K. Cummings Boston 
Mrs. Lincoln Davis Marblehead 


The Society then considered the amend- 
ments to the By-Laws of which written 
notice had been given in the call for the 
meeting, and each amendment was unani- 


mously adopted. The reports of the Treas- 
urer, of the Director of the Museum, and 
of the Librarian were then read and ac- 
cepted. The first two are printed in full in 


“ 








another part of this Bulletin; the Libra- 
rian’s will be printed in the fall. 

Mr. Joseph Everett Chandler, the archi- 
tect who has made a national reputation 
through his restoration of old buildings, 
spoke brietly on the Cooper-Austin house 
in Cambridge, giving an account of its 
architecture. 

The Corresponding Secretary’s report 
was then read and accepted. It is printed 
in full in another part of this Bulletin. 

Mrs. Barrett Wendell spoke of her 
home, the Jacob Wendell house at Ports- 
mouth, and extended a cordial invitation 
to all members of the Society to inspect 
it when passing through Portsmouth. 
The house is especially interesting as re- 
maining practically unchanged in its fur- 
nishings for about a hundred years. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde Sullivan it was 

Voted, To thank Mrs. Wendell for the 
courtesy extended to the members of the 
Society. 

Mr. Sullivan stated that Mr. Appleton’s 
report failed to mention help given him 
in acquiring the General Sullivan house 





in Durham, N. H. Such members as 
would overlook the unfinished repairs 
were invited to inspect the house. 

On motion of Mr. Lynde Sullivan it 
was 


Resolved, That the acts of the Trustees 
and officers of the Society be and are 
hereby ratitied to date. 

On motion of Mr. Charles Moseley it 
was 

Voted, That the thanks of this Society 
be given Miss Fanny P. Mason for her 
Kindness in inviting the Society to hold 
its Annual Meeting in her house. 

A very interesting collection of about 
one hundred photographs was hung on 
the walls, showing the Samuel Fowler 
house, Danversport; the King Hooper- 
Peabody house, Danvers; the Derby 
house, Salem; the Cooper-Austin house, 
Cambridge ; the Governor Gore house, 
Waltham; the Nathan Appleton house, 
Boston; and the Daniel P. Parker 
house, Boston. 

There being no further business the 
meeting adjourned. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


BALANCE SHEET, FEBRUARY 29, 1912 


Active Membership $1,035.00 


Associate Membership 625.00 
Bunker Garrison House 15.00 
Cooper-Austin House 75.00 
Ilsley House 8.00 
Ilsley House Income 3.80 
Interest 4.75 
Notes payable 1,420.00 
S. P. N. E. A , General Account 55.15 

$3,247.70 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND 


Gifts and Donations $ 23.00 
Ilsley House Investment 1,000.00 
Legal Expenses 32.35 
Oftice Expenses 317.54 
Stationery and Printing 694.74 
Rent 177.30 
Suspense Account 54.03 
Miss Heloise Meyer 420.00 
Balance 528.69 

$3,247.70 
lisley House Loan $ 750.00 
Balance 3.465.3 3 


4,215.33 


Life Memberships, 83 
Life Membership Income Account 


$4,150.00 
65.33 


$4,215.33 
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RECEIPTS 
Cash on hand February 28, 1911 S$ 58.15 
Rec. “% Members. inc. 1911 dues (Active) 1,050.00 
* Associate Members, inc. 1911 dues 625.00 


Bunker Garrison House 15.00 
Cooper-Austin House 75.00 
Fowler House 1,500.00 
Sundry Gifts and Donations 169.00 
Iilsley House 648.00 
Income on Ilsley House 50 15 


Interest on Bank Balances 5.85 
Rec. from Life Members as Loan 750.00 


$4,949.15 


GIFTS RECEIVED 


BUNKER GARRISON HGUSE 
Miss M. E. Smith % 5.00 


Mr. Griswold Smith 
$15.00 
COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 
Miss Cornelia Horsford $50.00 
Miss Velma M. Morse 25 00 
$75.00 


SAMUEL PUTNAM FOWLER HOUSE 
Miss Heloise Meyer, Patron’s Dues 
+ + Gift $0.00 
Loan $20.00 


$1,500.00 


=1.000,00 


ILSLEY HOUSE 


The Misses Emery $100.00 


Rev. Rufus Emery 25.00 
Mr. David P. Coftin 12.50 
Miss Ellen G. Todd 12.50 
Judge John A. Aiken 5.00 
Mr. George W. Richardson 10.00 
Miss Margaret W. Cushing 10,00 
Miss Sarah E. Stickney 15.00 
Mr. Arthur F. Harlow 3.00 
Warren and Prescott Chapter. D. A. R. 35.00 
Mr. James E. Whitney 15.00 
Mr. William H. Tweddell 250.00 
Mrs. M. S. Bernheimer 150.00 
Miss Margaret Keenan 5.00 

S645.00 


Mr. Henry B. Little’s life membership fee, and 
those paid for by Mr. William H. Tweddell for 


himself, his son, and his grandson, a total of $200, 
were all, by previous arrangement, applied to the 


purchase of the Ilsley house. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


EXPENDITURES 


Purchase of Fowler House 


thi 


.500,00 


1 
Purchase of Ilsley House 1,200.00 


Expenses re Purchase 25.00 
Reduction Ilsley House Mortgage 200.00 
Interest on Ilsley House Notes 46.35 
Legal Expenses 32.35 
Ofttice Expenses 317.54 
Stationery and Printing 694.74 
Rent 177.30 
Miscellaneous 227.15 
Cash on hand February 29, 1912 528.69 


$4,949.15 


AS FOLLOWS: 


SUNDRY GIFTS AND DONATIONS 
Mrs. Charles T. White $20.00 
Mrs. Robert S. Sturgis 5.00 


Miss Margaret Thomas 2.00 
Mr. Thomas Minns 5.00 
Miss Ellen Lee 2.00 
Mrs. D. W. Ensign 5.00 
Mr. William P. Bolles 3,00 
Malden Chapter, S. A. R. 5.00 
Mr. John Lawrence 10,00 
Mr. W. S. Appleton 35.00 
Mrs. Endicott Peabody 35.00 
Mrs. Bertram Webb 10.00 
Mr. John Farwell 12.00 


$169.00 


Mr. Farwell’s gift was tor the purchase of Mr. 
Frank Cousins’ set of twenty-four views of the 
Governor Gore house in Waltham. 

Mrs. Peabody’s gift reimbursed the Society for 
expenses incurred in appraising the “ King’ 
Hooper-Peabody house, Danvers. 

Mr. Appleton’s gift was for the purpose of 
completing the $200 needed to reduce the prin- 
cipal of the Ilsley house mortgage. 


The other gifts were unrestricted. 
Boston. March 8, 1912. 


WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT. Treasurer. 


We have examined the foregoing accounts and 
tind them correct. 
PauUL M. HAMLEN, 
WILFORD J. LITCHFIELD, 
Auditing Committee. 





REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM 


To the President and Members of the Soctety : 


| herewith present the Second Annual 
Report of the Director of the Museum. 

The past year has been much more 
prosperous for the museum than could 
possibly have been anticipated in view of 
the fact that we have absolutely no mu- 
seum accommodations. 

The most interesting gifts have been 
the three ornaments of carved wood, 
given by Miss S. E. Small, which formed 
part of the exterior of some building. 
They may have been part of the Swett- 
Iisley house, in which they were found. 
Another suggestion that has been made 
is that they came from the second meet- 
ing-house of the First Church of New- 
bury. One of these three ornaments is 
much larger than the others and evidently 
capped something, a roof, perhaps, or a 
steeple. It is of oak and much weather 
worn, but still bearing its old red paint 
and traces of what may have been a white 
paint. 

The other two ornaments, which are 
like pendants or drops, are also much 
weathered and still partly covered with 
red paint. One side of these drops is less 
decorated than the other three, and was 
evidently the side which backed against a 
wall or was otherwise hidden from view, 
It seems unlikely that these drops can 
have hung from the bottom of an over- 
hanging second story, because they have 
tongues to be pinned into mortises, while 
all the second story drops of which | 
have knowledge here were the actual ends 
of the posts. Our drops may have been 
part of a gable decoration of a kind still 
found in old England, but of which no 
examples in New England are known to 
me. A feature of great interest is the 


way these two drops are pierced, which 
adds greatly to their decorative value. 

Taken together these three ornaments 
are a valuable and unique museum ex- 
hibit, and as they become better known 
their exact purpose may some time be 
determined. 

Mrs. Curtis's gifts of wooden piping re- 
call the days when wells were a common 
source of water supply in Boston. The 
well trom which these pieces came was 
probably dug shortly before 1800. It is 
at Beacon Hill’s present highest point, 
28 Mt. Vernon Street, and has water 
standing in it at about the level of the 
Frog Pond. The Cambridge tunnel almost 
touches the wall of this well. 

The buttons presented by Mr. Bigelow 
are extremely rare. They are part of a 
Set worn at a ball given in honor of Wash- 
ington at Charleston in 1791, and bear 
the words, ‘“‘ Long Live the President.”’ 
The ladies at this ball wore decorative 
head bands of white ribbon, upon which 
were painted the head of Washington and 
the same words. 

Miss Fowler’s gift of forty pieces of 
old wall papers from her grandfather’s 
home is one of a kind few people could 
possibly make. This house is now the 
property of the Society, but from 1809 
till 1912 had been constantly in the fam- 
ily’s hands. Apparently samples of nearly 
every paper must have been sent to the 
garret and stored there, making this col- 
lection cover Over a century of papering 
in One house. It is hoped soon to mount 
these samples on cardboard, with mats to 
protect them, and then to arrange the col- 
lection in chronological order. 

The samples of weaving presented by 
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Miss Philbrick are from a wonderful col- 
lection which she owns, and every piece 
of which was woven by members of her 
family during the end of the 18th and 
beginning of the 19th centuries. The col- 
lection is a fine one, which should be kept 
intact in some museum in New England. 

The gifts from Miss Reynolds are also 
among Our best, and include a very elab- 
orately painted wooden bandbox and a 
hair trunk marked M. D., for Margaret 
Duncan, who married Rev. Thomas 
Baldwin. 

The museum needs three things above 
all others. First, a museum room in 
which to exhibit its possessions. For lack 
of any accommodation whatsoever the 
entire collection is now carefully packed 
away, and all gifts are accepted with the 
understanding that this is to be their fate 
tor the moment. 

Our second need is an endowment fund 
of between one and two hundred thousand 
dollars. The Trustees have never appro- 





priated any money for purchases for the 
museum, and apparently have no inten- 
tion of making any such appropriation. 
Everything must come as a gift. That 
much will come is certain, but equally 
certain is it that much will be lost unless 
we have the funds with which to buy the 
best that is offered and to care for it after 
buying. 

Our third need is the co-operation of 
all of our members, each on the lines of his 
chief interest. It is hoped to form many 
small committees next year, each covering 
part of the museum field, and charged 
with the task of strengthening our collec- 
tions in that particular department. Re- 
quests for places on the textile, silver, wall 
paper and clothing committees have al- 
ready been received, and every member 
wishing to serve On any museum com- 
mittee is earnestly requested to communi- 
cate with the Director. 

HENRY DAVIS SLEEPER, 
Director of the Museum. 


The gifts to the Museum from its beginning to March 1, 1912, have been as follows : 


FROM MR. W. S. APPLETON: 


A watchman’s rattle; from the George Park- 
man house, 33 Beacon Street, Boston. Bought 
at the time of the sale of Mr. Parkman s house- 
hold property. 


Six hooks for hanging meat; from the smoke 
room of the Ichabod Tucker house, Essex 
Street, Salem, recently remodelled. 


An old pattern, an old boot-shaped bottle, 
some wrought-iron nails, and some straw-filled 
clay from the chimney ; all from the Benaiah 
Titcomb House, Newburyport, erected 1695, 
which was taken down and moved to Ipswich 
in 1911. 


Four pairs of H. L. hinges, two H. hinges, 
three strap hinges, one complete latch and 
parts of another, and 90 hand-wrought nails 
of various styles; all from the Cogswell 
house, northeast corner of Washington and 
Federal Streets, Salem, destroyed 1911. 


Large section of a beam from the Province 
house, Boston; obtained during the altera- 
tions recently made to accommodate the 
theatre. 


Three bottles of old American glass. 


FROM MR. J. H. BARKER: 
Some hand-wrought nails from the Cooper- 
Austin house, Cambridge; obtained during 
repairs some years ago. 
Piece of wood from the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
house in Cambridge, no longer standing. 


FROM MRS. M. S. BERNHEIMER : 
Piece of wood bearing the impression of a 
Strap hinge of very decorative design, and 
tifteen pieces of wrought iron from the Benaiah 
Titcomb house, Newburyport, built 1695, and 
taken down and moved to Ipswich in 1911. 


FROM MR. FRANCIS H. BIGELOW : 


Two waistcoat buttons, part of a set worn at 
a ball given at the Charleston Exchange, 
Charleston, S. C., in honor of Washington in 
1791. On this occasion the ladies wore, inter- 
woven in their headdress, decorative head 
bands of white ribbon, upon which were 
painted the head of Washington and the 
words, “ Long Live the President.’’ The but- 
tons of the coats of the gentlemen present 
were engraved with a similar inscription. 
FROM MRS. G. S. CURTIS: 
Two old-fashioned bicycles. 


Two pieces of hollow wood pipe and part of 
the plunger ; all from an old well in the rear of 
28-30 Mt. Vernon Street, Boston. Removed 
at the time of the construction of the Cam- 
bridge tunnel under Beacon Hill. 


FROM MISS SARAH P. FOWLER: 
Two pieces of old bedspreads. 
Piece of wood from the Putnam-Goodhue 
house, Danvers, Mass., no longer standing. 
A collection of forty pieces of old wall papers, 
samples of those which have at different times 
been hung in the Samuel Fowler house, Dan- 
versport. 

FROM MR. E. A. HUEBENER: 
Two moulding planes and three other old- 
fashioned carpenter’s tools, 

FROM MISS ELIZA PHILBRICK : 


A brick from the Garrison Bound House, Sea- 
brook, N. H., having on it a view of the house 
painted in oils. The house is no longer standing. 


Ten pieces of cloth, beautiful examples of 
weaving on looms in Miss Philbrick’s ances- 
tral homes. 

Tow yarn thread ready for weaving into coarse 
towels. 


Combed flax from Samuel Philbrick house, 
Weare, N. H. 

FROM MISS ANNA T. REYNOLDS: 

An old hair trunk, marked M. D., for Margaret 
Duncan, great-aunt of Miss Reynolds. 

A carpet bag, probably belonged to Mr. Wil- 
liam Reynolds, great-uncle of Miss Reynolds. 
An elaborately painted wooden bandbox, a 


small wooden bucket, and a tin kitchen; from 
the house of Mr. John D. Bryant. 


FROM MR. NATHANIEL MORTON SAFFORD: 
The Jack of Hearts from a pack of cards manu- 
factured by Jazanaiah Ford, of Milton, in the 
early part of the nineteenth century. 

FROM MISS S. E. SMALL : 

One large and two small carved wooden orna- 
ments, once part of some building. Two of 
these are probably pendants or drops; the 
other may have decorated the top of a ridge- 
pole or sptre. 

Four old-fashioned carpenter's tools. 
Twenty-seven objects of iron, mostly wrought. 


All of the above were found in the Swett- 
lisley house, which Miss Small sold to the 
Society. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Mr. President and Members of the Society : 


| take great pleasure in presenting my 
Second Annual Report, covering the year 
March 1, 1911, to March 1, 1912. 


From every point of view this has 
been a notable year for the Society. It 
has marked the beginning of the acquisi- 
tion of real estate ; the membership has 
more than doubled; the museum collec- 
tion has taken a very firm start; and the 
collection of photographs, post cards, and 
other views of New England has more 
than doubled in number. Our perma- 
nent fund, namely, the Life Membership 
Fund, has grown somewhat less rapidly, 
but the increase has been steady and grati- 
fying. There can be no doubt that as a 
mere record of achievement the year’s 
growth is decidedly encouraging, but in 
order to gauge properly the results of the 
year’s work they must be tested by com- 
parison with the whole programme of the 





Society’s objects as originally mapped 
out, and as modified by the experience of 
two years. Viewed in that way it will 
soon become evident that though we are 
accomplishing something we are by no 
means accomplishing everything that we 
might wish. 

The original idea in forming this Soci- 
ety was that it would be possible to inter- 
est a membership of such size that the 
annual dues over and above running ex- 
penses would suftice to enable the Society 
to finance the acquisition of two pieces of 
real estate each year, and for this purpose 
a membership of 2,000 was considered 
necessary, netting about $6,000 in dues. 
It was not considered likely that the Soci- 
ety would ever be called upon to meet 
the entire expense of buying real estate, 
since the people of the town and the de- 
scendants of the builders and occupants 
were looked to for substantial help. 























Now let us see how this supposition has 
worked out in practice. In the first place 
the building up of our membership list 
has proved to be a somewhat slow and 
expensive task, for reasons which will be 
later pointed out. | have not an atom of 
doubt but that more than 2,000 members 
can be found when a proper canvass has 
been made. At the moment this is still 
in process of making. Just how soon 
the desired number of 2,000 members can 
be obtained is somewhat a matter of 
guess work, but depends directly on the 
Society’s facilities for inviting them to 
join, and these facilities are a combination 
of mailing list, cash on hand, and clerical 
help. Accordingly, so far as the mem- 
bership list is concerned, the Society is 
now only one third successful in attain- 
ing the membership strength originally 
deemed necessary to enable it to acquire 
annually two pieces of real estate, apart 
from outright gifts. 

Let us now see what bearing this 
handicap has had on the acquisition of 
real estate. During the Society’s first 
year it was not to be expected that it 
would be able to do anything more than 
get a start. The question that confronted 
us at the beginning of this second year 
was Simply this: Would we be any better 
equipped than in the first year for han- 
dling so expensive a proposition as the 
purchase of real estate? The answer is 
found in the story of our successes and 
failures in negotiating for the houses with 
which the Society was principally con- 
cerned during the year. These were the 
Swett-llsley at Newbury, the Old Bakery 
at Salem, the Titcomb at Newburyport, 
the Bunker garrison at Durham, N. H., the 
Stephen Russell at Dracut, the William 
Hooper (William R. Lee) at Marblehead, 
the Major John Bradford at Kingston, 
Mass., the “King ’’ Hooper at Danvers, 
the Samuel Fowler at Danvers, the 








Cooper-Austin at Cambridge, and the 
Shirley-Eustis at Roxbury. 

To begin with the Isley house. At the 
Trustees’ meetings held in the spring, there 
was a strong feeling that the Society 
should at least make a beginning of ac- 
quiring old houses. At the same time 
the receipts from dues were wholly inad- 
equate to do more than maintain the 
oftice. To be sure, there was always the 
Life Membership Fund, amounting at 
that time to about $3 500; but the Trus- 
tees were unable to use any of it, excepting 
as the purchase might be construed as an 
investment, because the by-laws require 
that the fund be invested and only the 
income used for the general purposes of 
the Society. 

It was just at this time that the Society 
was asked to buy the old house in New- 
bury, bui!t about 1670 by Stephen Swett, 
and long identified with the descendants 
of Isaiah Ilsley, whose great-granddaugh- 
ter, Miss S. E. Small, offered it for sale. 
The duty of inspecting the house fell on 
your Corresponding Secretary, who re- 
ported that the house, although very 
interesting, lacked sufficient historic as- 
sociation and architectural merit to justify 
the Trustees in making a purchase, al- 
though the price ($2,400) was under two 
appraisals that were made for the Society. 
It was then that Mr. Tweddell, a connec- 
tion by marriage of the Ilsleys, offered 
to contribute $400 towards the purchase 
price, and later members and friends in 
Newburyport and vicinity offered some 
$500 more, and Mr. Tweddell volunteered 
to take a $1,200 mortgage. The Trustees 
then reconsidered the whole question in 
the light of these later developments and 
of their wish to make a beginning with 
some house. To finance the purchase of 


the Swett-Ilsley house called for an ap- 
propriation of but $500, which could be 
considered as a loan from the Life Mem- 








bership Fund. If the house were treated 
Simply as an investment it seemed likely 
to earn its upkeep and the necessary in- 
terest. The lack of historic interest of 
the first rank was not considered a vital 
point, and although the architectural fea- 
tures of the house did not then appear to 
be of as great importance as those of 
many other houses, they were still of 
great merit and the house itself of an 
early date and one the loss of which 
would be regretted. Accordingly the 
Trustees decided in May and June to 
make the purchase, and the property was 
acquired June 2}. 

The acquisition of the house put the 
Society immediately in the long hoped for 
position of having actually done some- 
thing; and in the fourth Bulletin, which 
appeared last August, the purchase was 
used to great effect, and doubtless con- 
tributed very materially to the great in- 
crease in our membership which has taken 
place since then. The proper restoration 
of the Ilsley house calls for two to three 
thousand dollars, the gift of which would 
be very gratefully accepted. 

Immediately after this the Society was 
asked to buy two other properties, one 
of them, the Old Bakery in Salem, owing 
to its overhanging second story, of the 
very first class, architecturally ; the other 
the Benaiah Titcomb house in Newbury- 
port, an extremely interesting building of 
a type but little less scarce than the Bakery 
itself. 

The problem with the Old Bakery was 
to transport the house to a new site, be- 
cause its old one was wanted for commer- 
cial purposes. The time for action was 
brief. A new site must be found, and the 
expense involved in purchase of site, mov- 
ing the house, and setting up and restor- 
ing the same must of necessity be very 
large, perhaps two or three times as great 
as the entire amount involved in the pur- 


chase of the Ilsley house. If the time al- 
lowed had been longer, an attempt would 
probably have been made to interest the 
peopite of Salem to subscribe the neces- 
sary funds. But the time was very brief ; 
so brief that it seemed as though the only 
hope of success lay in interesting some 
one person having both the ability and 
the inclination to act effectively. The first 
person thought of in that connection was, 
of course, Miss Caroline Emmerton, one 
of the Society’s incorporators and on our 
original Board of Trustees, well known 
as having caused the restoration of the 
House of the Seven Gables. It was found 
that she already had the subject in mind, 
and as a result of several conferences Miss 
Emmerton decided to buy the Bakery 
herself and move it across Salem to the 
harbor side, to a site near the House of 
the Seven Gables. One of our officers 
had already gone so far as to buy the 
Bakery building, with the object, if neces- 
sary, of storing the timbers if nothing 
else could be done; and he now gladly 
sold his interest to Miss Emmerton. The 
city authorities of Salem permitted Miss 
Emmerton to move the house across the 
city in three sections. The work of res- 
toration was given to Mr. Joseph E. 
Chandler, and, needless to say, the result 
has been excellent. The house now stands 
facing the House of the Seven Gables, at 
a distance of a short stone’s throw. The 
Bakery was built at three different periods 
of time, corresponding to the character- 
istics of 17th, 18th, and 19th century 
work, and the restoration has empha- 
sized the characteristics of each period 
in its appropriate part. The completed 
whole finds suitable use in connection 
with a local charity. 

The 17th century original building pre- 
sented puzzles of first-rate importance 
and interest from the restorer’s point of 
view, and their solution depended on 
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finding much concealed evidence within 
the building itself. The answer to such 
questions as the location and size of doors 
and windows must be found in the south 
and west walls, the only ones not spoiled 
by incorporation with later additions. 
On removing the clapboards and boards 
the wished for evidence was found be- 
neath them, and in such convincing form 
and abundance that the accuracy of the 
work of restoration was determined. 
Proof of the existence of triple, double, 
and single casement windows appeared 
in the remains of window casings and 
the position and appearance of studding 
and brick wall filling. It was also appar- 
ent that an existing door was a recent 
addition and that at one time a door had 
been cut through the original triple case- 
ment window, and that one of the re- 
maining doors, that opposite the chimney, 
was in the place where the first door had 
originally been. The plates supplied all 
the missing evidence with regard to the 
Original roof, showing that it had been 
much higher and steeper, with a gable on 
the front. All this has been restored and 
the casement windows have been filled 
with leaded lights of diamond-paned glass. 

The net result of Miss Emmerton’s 
Seizing the opportunity which the Society 
was unable to take has been to give Salem 
an archeological group absolutely unique 
in America in the close proximity of two 
such houses of the very first interest as 
the Seven Gables and Old Bakery. The 
example Miss Emmerton has set must be 
an inspiration of tremendous strength to 
all who believe, as we do, that the pres- 
ervation of the best of our old New Eng- 
land architecture is an object justitied by 
the results attained in restoring it. There 
is no reason why half a dozen New Eng- 
land towns should not be supplied with 
such a group as Miss Emmerton’s, and 
enlightened self-interest would doubtless 


lead them to emulate her example were 
it not that in these days of telegraphs and 
telephones news seems to travel so slowly 
that most towns lose what is best worth 
keeping before they realize that it was 
really worth preserving at all. It is to be 
hoped that some one will enable us to do 
for our Ilsley house what Miss Emmerton 
has done for the Bakery. 

The Society’s third effort was in con- 
nection with the Titcomb house at New- 
buryport. This was a very fine and re- 
markably well preserved and homogene- 
ous house of 1695. It contained not only 
the old chimney, but the original stairs, 
much original, or very old, woodwork 
and doors and hinges; but most interest- 
ing was the fact that a hewn overhang 
carried the second story about two inches 
over the first on front and ends, and that 
the window openings had never been 
widened and had only been increased in 
size by lowering about three inches. This 
gave the exterior an appearance all but 
like that of the year of its erection, bar- 
ring the leaded lights, which had been 
replaced by wooden sashes. A lean-to 
had been added in the rear. As luck would 
have it, the existence of this building was 
threatened by the city of Newburyport 
itself, which should have been the first to 
realize its value. The mayor offered to 
give the Society the house to move to an- 
other site. This we would gladly have 
done had we had the means to pay for 
moving, buying the new site, and restor- 
ing the house; but the means were lack- 
ing, and Newburyport is neither large 
enough nor wealthy enough to make it 
probable that an appeal to the public 
would have been successful. The destruc- 
tion of the house was several times post- 
poned at our request, the last trme as the 
workmen were busily engaged on the 
work of destruction. Finally, when every 
plan to save the building had failed, one 








of our members took from the house all 
the most desirable woodwork, and the 
house was abandoned. It was at this late 
date that a local chapter of a patriotic 
society decided to try its hand in the mat- 
ter. Arrangements were made with the 
historic society to move the house to the 
rear of their lot, and as the chapter had 
a good fund of its own it seemed likely 
that the plan would succeed. Unfortu- 
nately, the chapter was not united on the 
merits of the project, and this plan too 
failed. It was then that Mr. Ralph W. 
Burnham, of Ipswich, bought the house 
of the city, took it down with the ut- 
most care, and transported the timbers to 
Ipswich, with the object of re-erecting the 
house there. This will probabiy be done 
during the coming spring and summer, 
and if the restoration is a good one, as 
seems likely, this solution of the question 
will be admirable from every point of 
view, except that of Newburyport, which 
loses the house. The woodwork which 
was removed before Mr. Burnham’s ar- 
rival will probably be returned to the 
house. 

A fourth house in which the Society 
took considerable interest was the Bunker 
garrison house at Durham, N. H. As 
Stated in the second Bulletin, this was 
built of hewn logs, and stood until a very 
few years ago, when it was allowed to 
collapse. Itcan be set up again for about 
$800, and the project would have been 
undertaken had not the owner of the 
land set a prohibitive price upon it. The 
historic interest that attached to this build- 
ing came from its being the last remain- 
ing garrison house which had figured in 
the attack by the French and Indians in 
1694, and its reconstruction would have 
given us a relic of that time of first-class 
importance. Rather less than half the 
timbers could have been used even then, 
and as they are rotting fast where they 
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lie, a restoration or reconstruction is daily 
becoming less feasible. Apparently the 
most we shall be able to accomplish, be- 
yond preserving the appearance of the 
building in the second Bulletin, will be 
to preserve Selected parts of the timbers 
for exhibition in our future museum. 

A fifth house, the circumstances con- 
nected with which were carefully consid- 
ered, was the Russell house in Dracut, 
built about 1680, the birthplace of Capt. 
Stephen Russell, who commanded the 
Dracut company of Minute Men at Con- 
cord and at the surrender of Burgoyne. 
The house was in excellent condition and 
well worth preserving, but lacking in ele- 
ments of supreme interest, either histor- 
ical or architectural, and there were no 
means apparent for securing the price, 
which was $2,800. 

During the summer we had called to 
our attention the fine house where is said 
to have lived Mr. William Hooper, on 
Washington Street, Marblehead.* This 
is a house of about 1783, which for sev- 
eral reasons we would very much have 
liked to have bought. It is an excellent 
specimen of late 18th century architec- 
ture, in very good preservation, and hav- 
ing on the walls of one room one of the 
tinest old papers it has ever been my good 
fortune to see. Moreover, the house is so 
Situated as to be very accessible to in- 
spection by sight-seers; or, if desired, it 
could have been let to tenants without 
difficulty. An attempt was made to in- 
terest the descendants of William Hooper, 
but for various reasons this met with in- 
sufficient response to enable the Society 
to do anything. The amount needed was 
about $5,000, and, as the Society was 
unable to act and the owners wished to 
sell quickly, the house was sold, to be 
used as a high-class lodging house. It 


* We tind this house is generally known as the 
Col. William R. Lee house. 
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seems to be in no danger of destruction 
or material alteration at the moment, and 
at some future time another opportunity 
to acquire it may be offered our Society. 

The Major John Bradford house, for 
which our attention was next demanded, 
was Offered to us as a gift, and will be 
put in repair before being given. This 
house was pictured in the first Builetin, 
and referred to briefly and illustrated in 
the fifth Bulletin. In it we have none of 
the elaborate architectural detail which 
gives distinction to so many of the houses 
built by the Puritans in the Massachusetts 
and Connecticut colonies. The house is 
typical of the simplicity which was appar- 
ently universal in all the Pilgrim work 
throughout the Plymouth Colony. To 
some it might accordingly seem that the 
house is not worth bothering about; but 
a moment’s reflection must convince 
every one that a house which was the 
home of one of the best-known Pilgrim 
families, and is thoroughly representative 
of the best work of the immediate de- 
scendants of the Pilgrims, must be the 
very kind of house for the preservation 
of which we exist. When it is added 
that the original Bradford manuscript 
history of the Plymouth Colony, now so 
carefully treasured at the State House, was 
for years kept in this same Bradford house, 
and was there shown to Thomas Prince, 
the collector of the magniticent Prince Li- 
brary, the remains of which are now in 
the Boston Public Library, it becomes ap- 
parent that the house is also of historic im- 
portance comparable to any still remaining 
in the colony. As stated in the fifth Bulle- 
tin: “ This very generous and welcome of- 
fer is made by Mrs. Josephine Lippincott 
Goodwin, Craige Lippincott, and Walter 
Lippincott, in memory of their mother, 
Josephine Craige Lippincott, of Philadel- 
phia, she being a descendant of Major John 
Bradford, the original owner. The Trus- 








tees regret their inability to take part in 
this splendid memorial by undertaking 
the repairs on the house, but the Society’s 
treasury is unable to attford it.”’ 

At about this time the Society, as is 
told in the tifth Bulletin, only just barely 
missed receiving as a gift the magnificent 
Danvers home of King Hooper, of Marble- 
head, which was built about the year 
1750. The owners were twice offered the 
amount at which the property had been 
appraised for us: the first time by four 
persons, including two of the family; 
and again by an old and dear friend of 
the family, all by himself. The fact that 
this appraisal was considerably less than 
the asking price led toa rejection of these 
Offers, and finally, to the satisfaction of 
all concerned, one of the family bought 
the house, and it will probably not come 
on the market again for half a century 
at the least. This is extremely pleasing, 
and if the same result would take place 
in every case this Society would be robbed 
of its excuse for existing. The only un- 
fortunate aspect of the case is the cer- 
tainty that when the house is again offered 
for sale our present means of buying it 
will no longer be available. 

Our failure to secure the King Hooper- 
Peabody house was very speedily forgot- 
ten in the receipt of a splendid gift, by 
far the greatest which the Society has re- 
ceived to date. The announcement of 
this gift is made the subject of the sixth 
Bulletin, which it was hoped to have in 
the hands of every member by the be- 
ginning of this week, and which will 
probably be mailed in a day or two at 
most. This is the Samuel Fowler house, 
also in Danvers. A brief paragraph in 
the fourth Bulletin mentioned the fact 
that we had been asked to buy the house 
for $3,500. In the course of negotiations 
it became evident that the house could 
probably be secured for much less than 








this if the owners were allowed life occu- 
pation. These facts came to the notice 
of one of Our members, who became in- 
terested in the house and finally offered 
to finance its purchase. The owners 
agreed to accept the sum of $1,500, sub- 
ject to life occupation; and our mem- 
ber, whose name must be for the mo- 
ment anonymous, offered to supply this 
amount on the following terms: a previ- 
Ous gift of $80 was to be applied to the 
purchase, and to this would be added a 
loan, without interest, of $420; the re- 
maining $1,000 would either be made a 
similar loan or a gift, in return for a 
corresponding membership class, should 
the Society see fit to create one. The Trus- 
tees had originally planned such high- 
priced memberships, but given up the 
idea because it seemed unlikely that there 
would be any demand for them for years 
to come; but now the demand has ar- 
rived in less than two years. This ex- 
plains the recommendation sent with the 
call for this meeting, that you amend the 
by-laws by creating such new classes of 
Life Members as benefactors and patrons. 
Very naturally, the Trustees gladly ac- 
cepted this offer, and in January the 
house was bought. For the moment it 
stands in the name of one of our mem- 
bers as trustee for the parties at inter- 
est, namely, the Misses Fowler and the 
Society. Among the conditions of the 
sale are these: the Misses Fowler are to 
be allowed to occupy the premises for 
the rest of their lives, free of rent and 
free of cost to the Society, and all repairs 
must be made subject to the approval of 
the Society. 

There is exhibited here today a com- 
plete series of photographs of the house, 
taken by Mr. Frank Cousins, of Salem, 
and these give a far better description of 
its appearance than any words of mine 
can possibly do. | will only say that the 








house is built of brick, in the most sub- 
stantial fashion, is two stories high, dates 
from 1809, and is characterized by the 
greatest simplicity and rarest good taste. 
To say more would be but to repeat what 
has already been printed in the sixth 
Bulletin. I can only add that we owe 
this anonymous member our sincerest 
thanks, not only for the gift made, but 
also for the example set, which it is to be 
hoped will prove to be an inspiration to 
many others among us to do the same, 
thereby enabling us to acquire properties 
which would otherwise be out of our 
reach. Should the amendment to our by- 
laws be adopted at this meeting the name 
of our benefactor can be made public, 
and her election as Patron, which the 
Trustees have made contingent upon this 
action, will then take effect, and we can 
have the pleasure of recording our grati- 
tude in an appropriate vote of thanks. 
The Society was frequenty invited to 
acquire the Cary house in Chelsea. This 
is a fine house of about the middle of the 
18th century, incorporated in which is 
part of the framework of what is said to 
be a very early house of Governor Bel- 
lingham’s. Added interest comes from 
the fact that it is the scene of the Cary 
letters, which reconstruct so fascinating a 
chapter of 18th century life. On careful 
consideration it seemed apparent that the 
enterprise could be more successfully 
handled by a local society formed for the 
purpose, and accordingly our Society 
dropped the project. The Cary House 
Association has been formed, and is now 
engaged in a successful search for support. 
This furnishes the record of all the im- 
portant completed transactions of the 
year, but takes no note of those that are 
still pending. Of only three of these is 
it wise to speak at the moment. The 
first, the West Roxbury Meeting-house, 
erected about 1773; the second, the 
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Cooper-Austin house in Cambridge, built 
about 1657; and the third, the Shirley- 
Eustis house in Roxbury, built about 1750. 

The West Roxbury Meeting-house was 
given up by its congregation for a new 
location, more convenient to their homes. 
A fire caused some damage to the build- 
ing, and it seemed likely it would go the 
way of all abandoned property. A com- 
mittee, including Rev. Edward Everett 
Hale, raised enough money to restore the 
exterior of the building and buy it, sub- 
ject to a mortgage of $5,000. As an 
accommodation to this committee the 
American Unitarian Association assumed 
title to the property, the committee to 
look after the mortgage and mortgage 
interest. This has been found to be an 
unsatisfactory arrangement, and our So- 
ciety has been asked to take over the 
building. It seems likely that, freed of 
mortgage, and repaired inside as well as 
out, the Meeting-house could be made to 
earn its upkeep, but we would certainly 
not be either willing or able to assume 
the liability for the $5,000 mortgage and 
$2,000 of repairs needed. Nevertheless, 
as the Meeting-house is typical of such 
New England structures of the end of the 
{8th century, it is well worth keeping, 
and an opportunity will be given those 
interested to decide whether or not they 
wish to help. Theodore Parker ministered 
to this congregation from 1837 to 1846, 
and it is hoped that many who cherish 
his memory will be glad to help us. 

Our Cambridge members are making 
a determined and apparently successful 
effort to raise the funds needed to buy 
the Cooper-Austin house. The amount 
involved is about $4,900 for the house 
and land, and perhaps $2,000 more for 
repairs and restoration. As Mr. Chandler 
has already made some remarks about 
this house, | shall say no more than that 
it is a remarkably fine and well-preserved 





17th century home, and wonderfully ac- 
cessible from Boston. Whether or not it 
will be thrown open to tourists or let to 
tenants is yet undecided, but there is al- 
ready a waiting list of persons anxious to 
live in the house. 

The Shirley-Eustis house resembles the 
Cooper-Austin in but one particular, its 
accessibility to Boston. This house seems 
to have been built by Governor Shirley, 
and was occupied by him as a summer 
home during his term of office. It was 
later occupied by Governor Eustis, and 
well kept up until about 1867. Since then 
its furnishings have been scattered, and 
the house is now subdivided into cheap 
tenements. Lately it has gone down hill 
rapidly, and now must be disposed of to 
settle an estate. It is taxed for $7,000 but 
is offered for $6,000. It is earnestly to 
be hoped that the descendants of Gov- 
ernor Eustis will make the preservation 
and restoration of this historic building a 
possibility. The house is unique among 
coionial buildings in this neighborhood 
for the size of its rooms and its magniti- 
cent entrance hall. It would serve ideally 
the purpose of a meeting place for patri- 
Otic-historic societies, and when thor- 
oughly restored would be perhaps the 
most magnificent colonial house about 
Boston, comparable only with the Craigie- 
Longfellow house in Cambridge. 

The Society is unable to do anything 
for these two houses except to arouse the 
interest of those most concerned, but ap- 
parently this is being effectively done. 
Those interested in old houses and anx- 
ious to help save them have an excellent 
opportunity for making a choice between 
two wholly different styles. The Cooper- 
Austin is thoroughly medizval in its char- 
acteristics, and the Shirley-Eustis is early 
Georgian. Each is excellent of its class. 
Those wishing to help the Cooper-Austin 
house should communicate with Mrs, Sil- 





vio M. de Gozzaldi, 96 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge; and those preferring the 
Shirley-Eustis with Mrs. John Jeffries, 
at Readville. 

This makes a list of ten properties with 
which the Society has been quite promi- 


nently identitied during the year. Of 
these the Ilsley was bought, the Fowler 
was received practically as a gift, and the 
Bradford is promised us as a gift. It is 
unlikely that any one of the three would 
have been immediately destroyed had the 
Society not existed; but two at least, the 
lisley and the Fowler, would probably 
have been seriously moditied and eventu- 
ally destroyed. The Bradtord house would 
doubtless have been presented to some 
Other organization had we not accepted 
it. One house, the Cary, was taken up 
by another society, and will doubtless be 
saved. The**King”’ Hooper was withdrawn 
from the market and the William Hooper 
and Russell were sold, and are for the 
moment apparently in safe hands The 
most radical treatment befell the Titcomb 
house, which was taken to pieces, but its 
re-erection at Ipswich means its preserva- 
tion for an indefinite period to come. 
The only one of the list where our efforts 
have met with failure, resulting in certain 
destruction, is the Bunker garrison, and 
the fault does not seem to be ours. On 
the other hand, the Bakery, a building of 
the very first importance, was saved, and 
in its saving we had some slight share. 

In the light of our original hope, as | 
mentioned at the beginning, of buying 
two buildings a year, this record is by no 
means unsatisfactory. What it seems to 
show is this: the mere existence of this 
Society is a safeguard for all our finest 
Old houses. When one such is in 
danger of destruction the possibility of 
our intervening seems to occur more and 
more frequently to those whom ties of 
residence or family bind to the old build- 
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ing. In almost every case the Society has 
received preferential treatment as a possi- 
ble purchaser, and twice we have been 
Offered gifts of great value. There is no 
reason for supposing that this will not 
continue to be the case with increasing 
frequency in the years to come. 

In cases where the Society is unwilling 
or unable to act for itself it has frequently 
proved helpful to others. It is no exag- 
geration to say that we have been of serv- 
ice to the Owners of the ** King” Hooper 
house and to the Cary House Association, 
while it seems more than likely that but 
for our efforts the rescue of the Old 
Bakery would not have been undertaken. 

This list of buildings is an interesting 
and representative one. It includes most 
of the types of our early architecture, and 
taken as a group is of an astonishingly 
high average, both historically and archi- 
ecturally. Still, one evident handicap in 
the Society’s present position is the ele- 
ment of hazard involved, both in the 
quality of what may be offered it and the 
amount it may be able to do towards 
preservation. There are in New England 
several score of houses of supreme interest 
historically, architecturally, or both, the 
future of which is wholly problematic. 
It would be very satisfactory if we could 
Select the very best of these every year 
for purchase, with the certainty that in a 
few years’ time the very best work in 
New England would be safeguarded 
from destruction. To do this must in- 
volve one of three things: either such a 
large membership that our dues will per- 
mit us to make such a purchase, or an 
endowment fund, or an appeal to our 
members and friends. A few years more 
at most should see the membership list in 
a position to enable us to do something 
in the way of purchase, but it is unlikely 
that from this source alone we shall ever 
be able to do more than a small fraction 
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of what needs to be done. Our real need 
is an endowment, the income of which 
will be sufficiently large to enable us to 
make several purchases every year. | have 
been asked how large an endowment this 
one item would call for, and have found 
it difficult to determine. In general it 
may be said that an endowment of from 
one to two hundred thousand dollars 
should be ample to buy at least one 
building a year, and sometimes two. It 
would be difficult to conceive of a more 
noble object for philanthropy. As the 
years roll on the giver of such a fund 
would be associated with the preservation 
of a long list of the most famous build- 
ings in New England, hallowed by asso- 
ciation with our history or endeared to us 
by architectural beauty or interest. The 
results of such a benefaction would be 
apparent to every one, scattered along 
the roadsides throughout these six states, 
and appropriately marked to show 
through whose generosity their preser- 
vation was made possible. Let us hope 
that it will be but a short time before a 
beginning of such an endowment is made. 

A regrettable feature of the year’s 
work has been the fact that it has been 
so much centered in Massachusetts. Ex- 
cepting the Bunker garrison house in 
New Hampshire, we have had but slight 
calls from the other four states. This 
must be only a passing phase due to our 
youth as a society. To extend our work 
calls for more elaborate organization, 
both in the office and among our mem- 
bers, and this is sure to come with time. 
When it is said that only within a fort- 
night have we engaged a stenographer, 
Our members have some conception of 
the handicaps under which two years’ of- 
tice work was maintained. 

The Bulletin has increased in interest 
with the Society's increasing activities. 





Three Bulletins were issued during the 
year as against two the first year. It is 
hoped to issue four this coming year. 
Of these the first will be distributed in a 
day or two at most, and the second will 
doubtless be the report of this Annual 
Meeting. Much trouble was found in 
Selecting a paper of durable quality which 
would print half-tone cuts presentably. 
We are now having such success with 
Warren’s cameo paper that we expect to 
continue using it exclusively. The change 
to sepia ink seems to have given satis- 
faction. 

The question has often been asked, 
How are new members found? To date 
the method has been to use such lists as 
seemed most promising, as the member- 
ship lists of other societies, and send each 
person a Bulletin and invitation to join. 
An average of three per cent can be re- 
lied on without further urging, and this 
return more than pays the cost of circu- 
larizing. During the coming year, with 
more help in the office, it is hoped to more 
than double the membership. On March1, 
1912, the Society was composed of 81 
Life Members, 229 Active Members, and 
330 Associate Members, a total of 640 as 
against 309 a year ago. Besides the New 
England States the following are repre- 
sented in our membership list: District 
of Columbia, California, Colorado, Idaho, 
Illinois, lowa, Louisiana, Maryland, Michi- 
gan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, 
New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania, Tennessee, Utah, Wisconsin, and 
England and Canada. 

Taken all in all, the Society is in a 
prosperous condition, and may look for- 
ward with contidence to a year of in- 
creased usefulness and success. 


W. S. APPLETON, 


Corresponding Secretary. 
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THE SHIRLEY-EUSTIS HOUSE, ABOUT 1750 
Shirley Street, Roxbury, Mass. 
A Committee of our members is now soliciting subscriptions towards the purchase of this house 


HISTORY OF THE SHIRLEY-EUSTIS HOUSE 


This house was built about 1750 by Governor 
Shirley and during his ownership, as Shirley 
Place, became famous as the scene of splendid 
hospitality. In March, 1756, Washington was a 
guest here, having come on a Sad errand to tell 
the governor how his son died at Braddock’s 
defeat at the battle of the Monongahela. Later, 
at the outbreak of the Revolution, the estate 
being in Tory hands, it was contiscated by the 
Commonwealth. At the siege of Boston the 
house was occupied by patriot troops. 

In 1819 Governor Eustis bought the house, 
and he lived in it during his term of office. It 
was at this period that Lafayette and many other 
distinguished men were entertained here,and the 
house waS again known as the Scene of lavish 
hospitality. After Governor Eustis’s death in 


1825, his widow, Madame Eustis, continued to 
live here until her death. 





A peculiarity of the house is its double front. 
Each front is approached by a flight of stone 
Steps flanked with iron railings. The northern, 
or principal front, opens into a large, Semi-cir- 
cular hall. To the right a curved staircase leads 
to the balcony, on which open the bedrooms once 
occupied by Washington, Franklin, Lafayette, 
Webster, and a host of other celebrities. From 
this balcony the musicians entertained the com- 
pany Seated at the tables below. The hall ceiling 
is stuccoed, and the floor was originally painted 
to represent a carpet. 

On the Dudley Street side is a hall paved with 
dark and light marble squares. The circular stair- 
case here has an inlaid hand rail. On important 
occasions the two halls could be thrown into 
one by opening the folding doors between them. 

The house, which is now the last, and which 
was formerly the most palatial,of Roxbury man- 
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sions, is still in fairly good repair and well worth 
preserving on account of its historic and archi- 
tectural interest. With some 12,237 square feet of 
land, it is assessed for $7,000, but offered for pur- 
poses of preservation for $6,000. For repairs 
$4,000 more iS needed, a total of $10,000, of 
which about a quarter is offered by a great- 
nephew of Governor Eustis. 

The following of our members have associated 
themselves as a volunteer committee for the pur- 
pose of raising this sum, so that the Society may 
buy the house for perpetual preservation. Every 


one is urged to contribute something to the suc- 
cess of this undertaking. Contributions may 
be sent to Mr. William C. Endicott, Treasurer, 
20 Beacon Street, Boston. 

Miss Edith Andrew 

Mrs. Charles S. Hamlin 

Mrs. John Amory Jeffries 

Mr. Dwight M. Prouty 

Mrs. Nelson V. Titus 

Mrs. Barrett Wendell 


Commattee 


HOUSES OPEN TO OUR MEMBERS ON PRESENTATION OF 1912 
MEMBERSHIP TICKET 


Members will please remember that 
most of these houses are occupied and 
in private hands, and that visiting hours 
may be altered or privileges withdrawn 
to suit the convenience of owners or 
tenants. 


BROOKLYN, CONN. ‘* Cushing Dairy Farm,” 
Allen Hill The residence of Miss Lucy C. Jarvis. 
Erected in 1803 by John Allen. Interesting 
woodwork and mural painting. 


CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 109 Brattle Street. The 
Vassal-Craigie-Longfellow house, erected 1759. 
The headquarters of Washington during the 
Siege of Boston, and later the home of the 
poet Longfellow. Open Saturdays from two 
to four. Now owned and occupied by Miss 
Alice Longfellow, one of our Massachusetts 
Vice-Presidents. 


CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 21 Linnzan Street. Take 
North Cambridge or Arlington Heights car 
from Harvard Square. The Cooper-Austin 
house, built about 1657 by Deacon John 
Cooper. The Society’s third acquisition. An 
excellent example of 17th century architecture. 
Now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Storer, 
who have antique furniture and New England 
arts and crafts for sale. Tea room. Visitors 
welcome at all times, with or without cards. 


DANVERSPORT, MASS. Corner High and Lib- 
erty Streets, on the square in the center of the 
village. The Samuel Fowler house, 1809. An 
excellent example of the period and well worth 
visiting. Fine old wall paper in hall and old 
papers in several of the rooms, The Society’s 


second acquisition. Open Saturdays, 2 to 
4 P.M., until October, and then only on 
Wednesdays at the same time. 


DOVER, N. H. Garrison Road, off Back River 
Road. The Drew-Rounds garrison house. Prob- 
ably built and owned by John Drew in 1698. 
Now owned by Mrs. Ellen S. Rounds. This is 
one of the least altered and best preserved 
garrison houses in New England, and its in- 
Spection well repays a long journey to reach it. 


DURHAM, N. H. The Sullivan house. Built by 
Hugh Adams about 1730, and later purchased 
by Major-General Sullivan, and now owned by 
our Recording Secretary, Mr. Lynde Sullivan. 
Interesting for historical association and some 
good panelling. On the banks of the Oyster 
River, to which the gardens descend. 


HANOVER, MASS. Meadow View. Home of Mrs. 
Hugh K. Hatfield. Visitors will be very gladly 
welcomed at any time. 


HAVERHILL, MASS. The Spiller garrison house. 
A brick building, probably of the early 18th 
century. Slightly remodelled and now let to 
tenants. Has one very fine, large, open fireplace. 
Owned by Mr. William W. Taylor,91 Merrimac 
Street, Haverhill, to whom visitors should 
apply. 

MEDFORD, MASS. The Royall house. Corner 
Main and George Streets. Open 2 to § 
P.M. May be reached by electric car from 
Boston. Construction begun in the 17th cen- 
tury; remodelled and enlarged in the 18th 
century. Now owned by the Royall House 
Association. This is one of the most interest- 
ing houses in New England, being partly re- 





fitted in the period of the house, and partly 
used for museum purposes. The slave quarters 
are now being restored. 


MILTON, MASS. 401 Adams Street. Belcher 
house, built 1776 by Governor Belcher’s 
widow and her daughter, Mrs. Andrew Belcher. 
The house has been but very slightly altered 
Since the date of its erection. Owner, Mrs. 
Caleb Loring Cunningham. 


NANTUCKET, MASS. 1 Vestal Street. Maria 
Mitchell Memorial. Built 1790. Birthplace and 
for many years the home of Maria Mitchell, 
the well-known astronomer. Contains scien- 

titic collections of local importance, also many 

of Miss Mitchell’s manuscripts. 


NEWBURY, MASS. 11-13 High Street. The Swett- 
lisley house. No. 11 built about 1670 by Stephen 


Swett, and now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 


James W. Ingersoll. No. 13 built at a later 
period, and now occupied by Miss S. E. Small, 
a descendant of the Ilsleys, of whom the Society 
bought this house, its first acquisition. This 
house has not yet been restored. It may be 
visited Fridays from 10.30 A.M. to 5 P.M. The 
large fireplace in No. 11, now bricked up, 
measures about 10 feet 2 inches across the 


opening by 4 feet 84 inches in height. 


PETERBOROUGH, N. H. One mile from the 
town, on the Wilton Road. “ Bleakhouse.’’ 
Erected in 1792. Owned by Mrs. John Holmes 
Morison, who invites members to inspect it 
from October 1, 1912, to June 1, 1913. 


PORTSMOUTH, N. H. The Aldrich Memorial. ' 
One of New England’s most interesting spots, 
on no account to be missed by visitors to 
Portsmouth. The house and furniture are as 
nearly as possible in the same condition as 
they were when Thomas Bailey Aldrich lived 
here and used them, as he has described in 
‘* The Story of a Bad Boy.”’ A fireproof annex 
in the garden contains souvenirs of Mr. Al- 
drich’s literary career. 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H. The Jacob Wendell house, 
38 Pleasant Street. An 18th century house, now 
the home of Prof. and Mrs. Barrett Wendell. 
This house is interesting because no changes 
of importance have ever been made in it, and 
because it is furnished throughout with its 
own original furniture. When the family are 
at home they will gladly receive our members 
on presentation of the 1912 membership 
ticket. 

SHIRLEY, MASS. Center Road, halfway between 
the Center and the village. Easily recognized 
aS being the only house of brick. The home 
of President and Mrs. Bolton, who will gladly 
show members their collections of pewter, 
glass, cooking utensils, and implements con- 
nected with the Shaker industries. 

SOUTH BYFIELD, MASS. Dummer Mansion. 
Dummer Academy, 1714-1718. Corner Centre 
and Elm Streets. Now used as the home and 
ottice of the principal. Among other interest- 
ing features, this house has one of the very 


finest doorways in New England. 





NOTES 
The Bulletin is published as occasion may 
justify for free distribution among the members, 
and aims to keep them in touch with the Society. 
Membership dues: Life, $50; Active, $5 a year 
Associate, $2 a year. Write the Corresponding 
Secretary, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. 


THE SWETT-ILSLEY HOUSE 
NEWBURY 


This property has just been very much im- 
proved, partly with the help of two very welcome 
gifts of $50 each, from Mrs. M. S. Bernheimer 
and Mr. W.S. Appleton. The exterior has been 
repainted and the front of the roof reshingled. 
The interior of No. 11 has been thoroughly reno- 
vated, the woodwork painted, walls repapered, 
and ceilings whitewashed. No. 13 having been left 
in much better condition, renovation there has 
been postponed. No attempt has been made to 
restore the house, and the improvement of the 
grounds is temporarily delayed. 


THE SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE 
DANVERSPORT 


This house is being carefully overhauled by 
the Misses Fowler prior to their resuming resi- 
dence there. Modern plumbing and bathrooms, 
and a furnace are the principal improvements ; 
but the repairs are general, and are putting the 
house into sound condition. According to agree- 
ment, this work is being done at the expense of 
the occupants, subject to the Society’s approval. 


TO LET 


"In the Samuel Fowler House 
Danversport, Mass. 


The Misses Fowler have requested the Editor 
to inform the members that they have a Suite of 
rooms in the second story of this interesting old 
house, which they would like to rent. The suite 
consists of three large rooms, a kitchen, and a 
bathroom, and the rent is $45 per month, Ad- 
dress all communications to Miss Sarah Putnam 
Fowler, Danversport, Mass. 














